Great Vesper  – Tone 6

Blessing

Priest: 
O God cleanse me a sinner and have mercy on me. (3)

Deacon:
Father, bless
Priest: 
Blessed is our God always, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.

Reader:
Amen.


“+” O come, let us worship and fall down before God our King.


“+” O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King.


“+” O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


From Pascha through the Wednesday before Ascension, “O come let …” is replaced with: “Christ is risen form the dead, trampling down death, and to those in the tombs granting life(3).

Proemial Psalm (Psalm 103)


Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, You have been magnified exceedingly. Confession and majesty have You put on, Who covers Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretches out the heaven as it were a curtain; Who supports His chambers in the waters, Who appoints the clouds for His ascent, Who walks upon the wings of the winds, Who makes angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire.


Who establishes the earth in the sureness thereof; it shall not be turned back for ever and ever. The abyss like a garment is His mantle; upon the mountains shall the waters stand.


At Your rebuke they will flee, at the voice of Your thunder they shall be afraid. The mountains rise up and the plains sink down, unto the place where You have established them. You appointed a bound that they shall not pass, neither return to cover the earth.


He sends down springs in the valleys; between the mountains will the waters run. They shall give drink to all the beast of the field; the wild asses will wait to quench their thirst. Beside them will the birds of the heaven lodge, from the midst of the rocks will they give voice.


He waters the mountains from His chambers; the earth shall be satisfied with the fruit of Your works. He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and green herb for the service of men, to bring forth bread out of the earth; and wine makes the heart of man glad. To make his face cheerful with oil; and bread strengthens man’s heart.


The trees of the plain shall be satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon, which You have planted. There will the sparrows make their nests; the house of the heron is chief among them. The high mountains are a refuge for the harts, and so is the rock for the hares.


He has made the moon for seasons; the sun knows his going down. You appointed the darkness, and there was the night, wherein all the beast of the forest will go abroad. Young lions roaring after their prey, and seeking their food from God.


The sun rises, and they are gathered together, and they lay them down in their dens. But man shall go forth unto his work, and to his labor until the evening. How magnified are your works, O Lord! In wisdom have You made them all; the earth is filled with Your creation.


So is this great and spacious sea, therein are things creeping innumerable, small living creatures with the great. There go the ships; there this dragon whom You have made to play therein.


All things wait on You, to give them their food in due season; when You give it to them, they will gather it. When You open Your hand, all things shall be filled with goodness; when You turn Your face, they shall be troubled.


You will take away their spirit, and they shall cease; and unto their dust shall they return. You will send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created; and You shall renew the face of the earth.


Let the glory of the Lord be unto the ages; the Lord will rejoice in His works, Who looks on the earth and makes it tremble, Who touches the mountains and they smoke.


I will sing unto the Lord throughout my life, I will chant to my God for as long as I have my being. May my words be sweet unto Him, and I will rejoice in the Lord. O that sinners would cease from the earth, and that they that work iniquity should be no more.


Bless the Lord, O my soul!


The sun knows his going down. You appointed the darkness, and there was night, How magnified are Your works, O Lord! In wisdom have You made them all.


Glory to the “+” Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and to the ages of ages. Amen


“+” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to You, O God.


“+” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to You, O God.


“+” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Glory to You, O God. My Hope, O Lord, Glory to You.


While the Reader recites the Proemailm Psalm, the Priest(s) quietly recite the following Lamp-Lighting Prayers while standing before the Holy Altar.

Lamp-Lighting Prayers

First Prayer


O Lord, compassionate and loving, long-suffering and greatly merciful, listen to our prayer, and give heed to the voice of our supplication. Make a favorable covenant with us, guide us along Your ways that we may live in Your truth, and gladden our hearts that we may fear Your holy name. For You are great and perform wondrous deeds. You alone are God, and no other is like You, O Lord. You are great in mercy and able in Your power to assist, support, and save all who place their hope in Your Holy name.


For to You belong all glory, honor, and worship, to the “+” Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Second Prayer


O Lord, Physician and Healer of our souls, do not rebuke us in Your indignation and do not punish us in Your wrath, but rather deal with us according to Your loving kindness. Through the prayers of the Theotokos and all the saints guide us to the harbor of Your will, enlighten the eyes of our hearts so that we may know your truth, and grant that the remainder of this day and all the rest of our lives will be peaceful and without sin. 


For Yours is the dominion, the kingdom, the power and the glory, of the “+” Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Third Prayer


O Lord our God, remember us sinners and unworthy servants as we call upon Your holy name. Do not put us to shame for having placed our hope in Your mercy, but graciously grant to us, O Lord, all the means of salvation. Make us worthy to love and fear You with all our hearts, and to do Your will in all things.


For You are a good God who loves mankind, and to You we give glory, to the “+” Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Fourth Prayer


O Lord the heavenly powers praise You with never silenced hymns and unceasing doxologies. Fill our mouths with Your praise, so that we may exalt Your holy name. Through the prayers of the Theotokos and all the saints grant unto us the inheritance with those who fear You in truth and who keep Your commandments. 


For to You belong all glory, honor, and worship, to the “+” Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen

Fifth Prayer


O Lord, Who holds all things together in Your spotless hands, Who are long-suffering towards all, and Who grieve at our wickedness: remember us in Your compassion and mercy and look down upon us in Your great goodness. Through the grace of Your all-holy Spirit grant that the remainder of this day may be free from the manifold deceits of the evil one, and keep our life free from every assault of the wicked


Through the mercies of Your only-begotten “+” Son, with Whom You are blessed, together with Your all-holy, and good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Sixth Prayer


O great and wonderful God, You watch over all things with ineffable love and universal providence, You govern all things, You provide us with the bounties of this world, You have assured us of obtaining the kingdom through Your kindness, and Your have kept us from evil this day through the many blessings granted to us. Grant that we may spend these remaining hours without blame in the presence of Your holy glory, singing praise to You Who are the only gracious One Who loves mankind.


For You are our God, and to You we give glory, to the “+” Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Seventh Prayer


O great and most high God, who alone are the source of immortality, You dwell in light beyond reach, You create all things in wisdom, dividing light from darkness. You set the sun to govern the day, and You establish the moon and stars to rule the night. You have now granted that we poor sinners might worthily reach this hour and enter into Your presence with thanksgiving as we offer our evening praise to You, the Lord Who loves mankind. Let our prayer rise to You like incense, and accept them as a sweet fragrance. Grant that this evening and the coming night may be spent in peace. Clothe us with the armor of light, save us from fears of the night, and protect us from all things that lurk in the darkness. Grant that the sleep You give to refresh us from our wickedness may be free from all satanic dreams and evil imaginings. Truly, O Lord, Giver of all good things, may we remember Your name throughout the night, so that enlightened by the practice of Your commandments our souls may rise with gladness praying for the forgiveness of our sins and those of all Your people. Through the intercessions of the Theotokos look down upon Your people with mercy.


For you are a good God who loves mankind, and to You we give glory, to the “+” Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.


After Proemial Psalm, the Deacon/Priest exits, stands in his usual place before the Holy Doors and recites the Litany of Peace.

LITANY OF PEACE

Deacon:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy. 
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For peace in the whole world, for the stability of the holy churches of God, and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For this holy house and for those who enter it with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison 

Deacon:
For our Archbishop (Name), the honorable Presbyters, the Diaconate in Christ, and all the clergy and laity, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For the president of our country, and for all civil authorities, and for our armed forces everywhere,  let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For this city, for every city and land, and for the faithful who dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For seasonable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For travelers by land, sea, and air, for the sick, and the suffering, for captives, and their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
Help us, save us, have mercy upon us, and protect us, O God, by Your grace.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.
Kirie eleison

Deacon:
Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most-blessed, and glorious Lady, the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commit ourselves and one another and all our life to Christ our God.

Choir:
To You, O Lord.

Priest:
For to You belong all glory, honor, and worship to the “+” Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages.
Choir:
Amen.

Lord I Have Cried


The Choir (or reader) sings “ Lord, I have cried” in proper tone, inserting Stichera between verses of Psalms 141, 129 and 116 as indicated)

Choir:
Lord, I have cried unto You, hearken unto me, hearken unto me, O Lord. Lord, I have cried unto You, hearken unto me; attend to the voice of my supplication when I cry unto You.

Let my prayer be set forth as incense before You, the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice! Hearken unto me O Lord.

10 Stichera:



Chanted:
Bring my soul out of prison and then I shall praise Your name.


O Christ possessor of victory over hades, You have ascended the cross that You might raise with You those who sit in darkness. O free among the dead overflowing with life from Your own light. O Almighty God, have mercy on us.

9 Stichera:


Chanted:
Around me the just will assemble because of your goodness to me.


Today has Christ trodden down death, and had risen as he said. He has given joy to the world, that we might all shout praise. O fountain of life, O unapproachable light, and Almighty God, have mercy on us.

8 Stichera:


Chanted:
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord hear my voice!


O Lord, who are in all creation, how shall we sinners flee from You? To heaven? For You dwell there; or to hades? For there You are the temple over death, or to the depths of the sea? For there is Your hand, O Master. In You, therefore, we seek refuge, and You do we worship; O You who did rise from the dead, have mercy on us.

7 Stichera:


Chanted:
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication..


In Your cross, O Christ, do we glory, and Your resurrection do we praise and glorify; for You are our God, and beside You we know no other.

6 Stichera:


Chanted:
If you, O Lord, mark my quilt, Lord, who would survive? But with You is found mercy; for this we revere You.


The Lord we bless always, and praise his resurrection; for in submitting to crucifixion for our sakes, He has shattered death by death.

5 Stichera:


Chanted:
My soul is longing for the Lord more than the watchman for the dawn..


Glory to Your might, O Lord; for You have put a stop to the possessor of the might of death, and have renewed us by Your cross, bestowing on us life and incorruptibility.

4 Stichera:


Chanted:
Let the watchman count on the dawn and Israel on the Lord.


Your burial, O Lord, has torn and crushed the bonds of hades, and Your resurrection from the dead illuminated the world. Wherefore, O Lord, glory to You..

3 Stichera:


Chanted:
With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption, Israel indeed He will redeem from all its sin.


(First Stichera for the Saint of the Day)

2 Stichera:


Chanted:
Praise the Lord, all you nations, acclaim Him all you peoples.


(Second Stichera for the Saint of the day)

1 Stichera:


Chanted:
Strong is His love for us; He is faithful forever.


(Third Stichera for the Saint of the day)


Glory to the “+” Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Theotokion Tone 6


Who shall not praise you, most holy Virgin? Who shall not praise your birthgiving, free of travailing and pain? For the only Son rising timelessly from the Father, Himself did come incarnate from you in an inexplicable way. He, who while God by nature, became for our sakes man by nature, not divided into two persons, but known by two natures without mixture or confusion. To Him, O noble and most blessed one, plead for the salvation of our souls..

Entrance
Deacon:
Let us pray to the Lord
Priest:
(In a low voice):  At nightfall, dawn and noon we sing to You, bless You, give thanks to You, and beseech You, O Master of all, O Lord Who loves mankind. Guide our prayers aright as an offering of incense before You. Do not let our hearts be led to words or thoughts of wickedness, but save us from all who pursue our souls. 

For to You is due all glory, honor, and worship, to the “+” Father, and to the Son , and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages Amen.

Deacon:
(In a low voice):  Bless, Master, the holy entrance.

Priest:
(In a low voice):  Blessed is the entrance of Your Saints, always, now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

Deacon:
Amen.

Deacon:
Wisdom. Arise!

Choir:
O gladsome light of the holy glory, the Immortal Father, heavenly and holy, blessed Jesus Christ. And now that we have come to setting of the sun and see the light of eventide: we praise You,  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God. It is worthy at all times to praise You, with voices of holy song, O Son of God, and Giver of life; the world does glorify You.

Deacon:
The Prokeimenon of Vespers!

Reader:
The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty 

Choir:
The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty 

Reader:
The Lord is clothed with strength and He has girded Himself.

Choir:
The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty

Reader:
For He established the world which shall not be shaken

Choir:
The Lord reigns; He is robed in majesty

Reader:
The Lord reigns.

Choir:
He is robed in majesty

On Special holidays Readings from the Scripture are inserted.

Deacon:
Let us be attentive.

Reader:
(prokeimenon Verses; if reading from the Old Testament)

Deacon:
Wisdom!

Reader:
The reading is from…

Deacon:
Let us be attentive

____________________________________________________

Litany of Fervent Supplication (Great Vespers)

Deacon:
Let us all say with all our soul, and with all our mind let us say:

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.(3)

Deacon:
O Lord Almighty, the God of our fathers, we pray You: hear us and have mercy.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.(3)

Deacon:
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great mercy, we pray You, hear us and have mercy.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy. (3 - English)
Deacon:
Again we pray for pious Orthodox Christians.

Choir:
Kirie e lei son. (3 - Greek)

Deacon:
Again we pray for our Archbishop (Name).

Choir:
Ya ra bur ham. (3 - Arabic)

Deacon:
Again we pray for our brothers, the priests, hiermonks, hierodeacons, and monastics, as well as for all our brotherhood in Christ.

Choir:
Egzeo me ha rena. (3 - Ethiopian)
Deacon:
Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, visitation, forgiveness, and remission of sins of the servants of God, all pious and Orthodox Christians, those who dwell and are in this city, and the members, trustees, contributors and benefactors of this holy house.

Choir:
Doamne mi lue ste. (3 - Romanian) 

Deacon:
Again we pray for the blessed and ever-remembered builders of this holy house, and all our fathers and brothers gone to their rest before us, and the Orthodox here and everywhere who piously lie asleep.

Choir:
Hos podi po miloi. (3 - Slavonic)
Deacon:
Again we pray for those who are fruitful and do good works in this holy and all-venerable temple; for those who serve and those who sing, and for all the people here present who await Your great and rich mercy.

Choir:
Senor ten pi e dad. (3 - Spanish)
Priest:
For You are a merciful God who loves mankind, and to You we send up glory, to the “+” Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

Choir:
Amen.

____________________________________________________

Completion of the Litany

Deacon:
Let us complete our evening prayer to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.

Deacon:
Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by Your grace.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.

Deacon:
That the whole evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask the Lord.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
For an angel of peace, a faithful guide and guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask the Lord.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
For pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask the Lord.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
For all that is good and beneficial to our souls and for peace in the world, let us ask the Lord.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
For the completion of our lives in peace and repentance, let us ask the Lord.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
For a Christian end to our life, painless, unashamed, peaceful, and a good account before the awesome judgment seat of Christ, let us ask.

Choir:
Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon:
Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed, and glorious Lady, Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us commit ourselves and one another, and all our life unto Christ our God.

Choir:
To You, O Lord.

Priest:
For You are a good God who loves mankind, and to You do we send up glory, to the “+” Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

Choir:
Amen.

Priest:
Peace be to all.

Choir:
And with your spirit.

Deacon:
Let us bow our heads to the Lord.

Choir:
To You, O Lord.

Priest:
(In a low voice):  Lord our God, who bowed the heavens and came down for the salvation of the human race, look upon Your servants and upon Your inheritance. For unto You, the awesome Judge who loves mankind have Your servants bowed their heads, and bent their necks, not expecting help from men, but awaiting Your mercy and looking for Your salvation; protect them at all times, during both the evening and the coming night from every enemy, from every opposing work of the devil, and from vain thoughts and evil memories.

Priest:
Blessed and glorified be the might of Your kingdom: of the “+” Father,  and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages.

Choir:
Amen.

The Aposticha Tone 6

People:
Your resurrection, O Christ our God, the angels in heaven praise. Make us, who also are on earth, worthy to praise You with a pure heart..

Chanted:
The Lord is king, robed in majesty, the Lord is robed in power, He wears it like a belt.

People:
You have demolished the brazen gates of hades and crushed its bars; for You are an Almighty God, and did raise fallen mankind. Wherefore, do we cry to You in unison, O You who did rise from the dead, O Lord, glory to You.

Chanted:
You have made the world firm, unshakeable; Your throne has stood since then, You existed from the first, O Lord.

People:
Christ God, when He wished to raise us from the old fall, was nailed on the cross and placed in a grave. It was He whom the ointment-bearing women did seek, wailing with tears, and saying, woe to us, Savior of all, how did You consent to occupy a grave?  And after You lying therein willingly, how were You stolen? How were You removed? And what place screened Your life-bearing body? Appear to us, O Lord, as You did promise us, and put a stop to the shedding of tears. And as they wailed, behold an angel shouted to them, saying, cease wailing, and say to the apostles that the Lord is risen, granting to the world forgiveness and great mercy.

Chanted:
Your decrees will never change; holiness will distinguish Your house, O Lord, for ever and ever.

People:
O Christ God, You were crucified as You willed, You made death captive, and arose in glory on the third day, for You are God, granting the world eternal life and great mercy.

Chanted:
Glory to the “+” Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Theotokion Tone 6


O most pure one, when Christ the Lord, my Creator and Savior, came forth from your womb, putting me on, He did free Adam from the ancient curse. Wherefore, O most pure one, since you are the Theotokos and a virgin in truth, we cry to you untiringly with the angels, saying, rejoice, lady, O you who are the helper, the cover, the salvation of our souls.

Hymn of Simeon the Just

Priest:
Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared in the presence of all people, a light for revelation to Gentiles, and for Glory to Your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Trisagion Prayers

Reader:
“+” Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3)


Glory to the “+”Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of ages, Amen.


All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, remit our sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Your name’s sake.


Lord, have mercy. (3)


Glory to the “+”Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of ages, Amen.


Our Father, who are in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come;
Your will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
Priest:
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory of the “+” Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and to the ages of ages.
Choir:
Amen.

Tropar of the Day – Tone 6

Choir:
When Mary stood at Your grave looking for Your sacred body, angelic powers shone above Your revered tomb and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. You led hades captive and was not tempted thereby. You did meet the virgin and did give life to the world. O You who are risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to You.

Reader:
Glory to the “+”Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


Now and ever, and to the ages of ages, Amen.

Theotokion

Reader:
You that named Your mother most blessed, willingly accepted the passion shining forth from the cross, for You wished to recall Adam. You cried out to the angels; Rejoice! Together with me, for the drachma lost is found! O You that so wisely established all things, glory to You.


If there was no Artoklasia:

Deacon:
Wisdom!

Priest:
Blessed is Christ our God the ever-present, always now, and ever, and unto the ages of ages.

Choir:
Amen. Strengthen, O Lord our God, the holy and Orthodox faithful, the pious and Orthodox Christians, and this holy church to the ages of ages. Amen.

Priest:
Most-holy Theotokos, save us.

Choir:
More honorable than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim; incorruptibly you gave birth to God the Word: true Theotokos we magnify you.

 
If there was an Artoklasia

Deacon:
Let us pray to the Lord.

Choir:
Lord, have mercy.

Priest:
May the blessing of the Lord and mercy come upon you through His divine grace and love for mankind, always, now and ever and to the ages of ages.

Choir:
Amen.

Dismissal

Priest:
Glory to You, O God, our hope, O Lord, glory to You.

Choir:
Glory to the “+”Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and to the ages of ages, Amen.


Lord, have mercy. (3)


Holy Father, bless.

Priest:
May Christ our true God (Who is risen from the dead, or other characteristic phrase), through the intercessions of His all-pure and all-blameless Mother; by the power of the precious and life-giving Cross; through the protection of the heavenly bodiless powers; through the supplications of the honorable, glorious, prophet, forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy and all-praiseworthy apostles; of the holy, glorious and triumphant martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers; (of the patron saint); of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of Saints (Names) whom we commemorate, and of all the saints: have mercy upon us and save us, for He is a good and merciful God Who loves mankind.

Priest:
Through the “+” prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God have mercy upon us and save us.

Choir:
Amen.

